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Riley Awards Grants for Energy Conservation Programs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $198,787 to help farmers save costs, conserve resources and develop new markets 
Riley awarded three grants totaling $148,810 to Auburn University and a $49,977 grant to Alabama A&M University. Funds will be used for a variety of projects designed to encourage new energy sources and teach better ways to conserve existing resources. 

“Whenever there has been a great need in the United States the answers have been found in a collaboration of ideas and thoughts,” Riley said. “These grants will help farmers provide answers to today’s most pressing issues.”
Grants awarded include:

Auburn University

· $50,000 to conduct demonstrations and educational programs to teach farmers how to grow non-traditional energy crops for biofuel production. 

· $50,000 to demonstrate energy efficient insulation, sealing and lighting for poultry houses.

· $48,810 to enable the Alabama Cooperative Extension System to demonstrate energy efficient farm irrigation systems through the use of low-pressure drop nozzles. 

Alabama A&M

· $49,977 for demonstrations and outreach programs to teach farmers about the feasibility and economic benefits of growing canola for small-scale biodiesel production. 

Riley notified Dr. Jay Gogue, president of Auburn University and Dr. Robert R. Jennings, president of Alabama A&M University, that the grants had been approved. Funding was provided through the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants. 
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