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Riley Awards Grant to Conserve Energy in Rural Water Systems
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,000 grant to enable water systems to conserve water supplies and reduce the amount of energy used in supplying water to customers. 

The grant to the Alabama Rural Water Association will be used to help water systems detect and repair leaks resulting in supplies reaching customers. The repairs will also reduce the amount of energy required in the transfer of water from its source to the tap. 
“This year’s drought has reinforced our awareness of how precious our water supplies are to our lives and often livelihoods,” Riley said. “This program provides water systems with the resources and the knowledge needed to ensure water is not being wasted.” 
The association will provide leak detection tests and other assistance to approximately 400 water systems across the state. There are two steps to the survey – isolation and pinpointing. The isolation aspect focuses on identifying sections of the water system that may be more susceptible to leaks. Pinpointing is locating an actual leak in the suspect areas. Local water system operators are involved in each step of the survey to gain first-hand knowledge, training and experience that can be of help after the initial surveys are conducted.
Repairing the leaks will reduce the workload on water pumps and reduce the amount of electricity required to transfer the water, according to the association.

Riley notified Kathy H. Horne, executive director of the association, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $6,250 will supplement the award.

Funding for the grant is made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Energy. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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