[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Monday, December 31, 2007







Josh Carples












(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Promote Youth Civic Responsibility
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $45,000 grant to an organization that teaches Alabama youth to develop a sense of civic responsibility and helps them abstain from drug use and violence.
The Alabama Center for Law and Civic Education provides a program called Play by the Rules: Alabama Laws for Youth. The program is used to teach seventh grade students in public, private and alternative schools across Alabama about state laws and civic responsibility.
“Helping youth understand the serious consequences of breaking the law can be an effective crime deterrent,” Riley said. “I commend the Alabama Center for Law and Civic Education for teaching Alabama youth how to become responsible, productive citizens and assets to their communities.”

The program seeks to educate students on more than 200 state laws to help them understand their rights and obligations as citizens. Making wise choices like avoiding drugs and violence are taught to promote safer communities. The curriculum also encourages students to contribute to society through the democratic process.
Local attorneys, judges, school resource officers and others provide leadership and encourage students to become involved in their communities.
Riley notified Janice A. Bedford, executive director of the organization, that he had approved the grant. The award was made available to Alabama through the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
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