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Riley Awards Grant to Help At-Risk Youth in Butler County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $110,000 grant to the Butler County Board of Education for a program to help out-of-school youth ages 16-21.
The Second Chance Alternative Education Program offers education and job training by collaborating with local nonprofit agencies, businesses, community colleges and technical schools.
“By uniting the resources of many different organizations, this alternative education program gives youth a second chance to succeed,” said Riley. “I am pleased to support this effort to help those who have left school to turn their lives around and become productive citizens.”
The program helps participants obtain a high school diploma or GED, regardless of their past educational experiences. Tutoring is also offered individually or in small groups.

The program offers many support services including child care, housing, medical aid, counseling, anger management and assistance with financial aid applications.

Bill Johnson, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs which administers the award, notified Butler County Board of Education Superintendent Mike Looney that the grant had been approved. Riley awarded the grant from funding made available by the U.S. Department of Labor.
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