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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Sexual Assault Victims
in Northwest Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $77,872 to ensure that victims of sexual assault in northwest Alabama are provided with the services they need to recover. 

The grant was awarded to the Shoals Crisis Center Inc. for continuation of its Rape Response program. The center serves Colbert, Franklin, Lawrence and Lauderdale counties. The funding will enable the service to expand into Marion County. 

 “Victims of sexual assault need and deserve assistance and support,” said Riley. “I thank the staff of the Shoals Crisis Center for their dedication to helping victims to progress along the road to recovery.”


The program provides multiple services for victims of sexual assault, including a 24-hour crisis line, counseling, support groups, legal advocacy and HIV testing. The program also provides professional training for area law enforcement and medical personnel.
To aid in prosecution, the center conducts examinations by a Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner whose training involves gathering forensic evidence that is crucial in court cases. 

Riley notified Patricia L. Zeff, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  Riley made the award from funds provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.


Local funds of $19,468 will supplement the grant which will be administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.
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