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Riley Awards Grant for After-School Program in Hoover
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $72,000 for an after-school program that helps Hispanic students in Hoover City Schools improve their academic performance and avoid drugs and violence. 
The Hoover Coalition for Promoting a Safe and Healthy Community will use the grant to continue the Latino After-School Program at Gwin Elementary, Green Valley Elementary, Rocky Ridge Elementary and Simmons Middle schools. 
“After-school programs give students a chance to do something positive and productive,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to make a positive impact on students.”
The program is available Monday through Thursday during the school year for students learning English as a second language. Volunteer tutors help students improve their academic performance. Participants also learn about the dangers of drug use and violence and learn methods to avoid substance abuse.  

The program includes monthly family nights to encourage parental involvement at their children’s schools. Presentations during family nights focus on parenting skills and drug prevention methods. 

Eighty-six percent of students who have participated in the program have either maintained or improved their academic performance, Hoover City Schools officials said. 


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant 
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Department of Education.



Riley informed Hoover City Schools Superintendent Andy Craig of the grant’s approval. 
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