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Riley Awards Grants to Help Abuse Victims in West Alabama 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $195,904 to support a nonprofit organization that assists victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in west Alabama. 
The Tuscaloosa-based Turning Point will use the grants to continue providing services to victims in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties.
“Professional support is important in helping victims overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I commend Turning Point’s staff for giving a helping hand to victims at a time they need it most.”

Services available for victims and their children at Turning Point include secure shelter, a 24-hour crisis hotline, counseling and support groups. The organization’s court advocacy program helps victims understand their legal rights, and, if victims desire, helps them obtain protection orders.
In 2006, Turning Point provided shelter to 138 adults and 127 children and counseled 266 victims. The center received 1,236 calls to its crisis line and provided 9,001 referrals to other community organizations that offer additional assistance.


The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants
which Riley awarded from funds made available by the U.S. Justice Department and the U.S.   
Department of Health and Human Services.



Riley informed Pauline Mills, vice president of the center’s board, that the grants had been 
approved. Matching funds of $48,976 will supplement the awards.
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