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Riley Grant to Help Child Abuse Victims in Cherokee County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $59,198 grant to the Children’s Advocacy Center of Cherokee County to help victims of child abuse to overcome the trauma and go on to lead normal lives. 
The center provides services for victims of child abuse and neglect and for non-offending parents or caregivers. The services include forensic interviews, counseling and court preparation.
“No child should have to live with abuse or neglect,” said Riley. “I applaud the staff of the Children’s Advocacy Center for working to meet the needs of these children and helping them through this difficult time.”

A counselor provides therapy and forensic interviews for the victim and presents information to the district attorney’s office to aide in prosecutions.

The center works closely with the state Department of Human Resources, law enforcement agencies and physicians to ensure victims receive the necessary care and that offenders are punished for their crime. 
Chad Hopper, president of the center’s board of directors, was notified by Riley of the grant’s approval. Local funds of $14,800 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the award.
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