[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, November 15, 2007







Josh Carples












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant to Help Abused Children in Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $25,935 grant to the Alabama Network of Children’s Advocacy Centers, a coalition of child advocacy centers located across the state.
Child advocacy centers are designed to lessen the trauma that a child may face during abuse investigations.
The network provides training and resource material, compiles statistics and meets with centers quarterly to ensure compliance with state standards,

“When something as traumatic as child abuse occurs, many people don’t know where to turn,” Riley said. “I commend those who work with Alabama’s child advocacy centers for their commitment to increase awareness of the resources available to abuse victims.”

The centers provide a home-like setting for children while forensic interviews, counseling or therapy sessions are conducted. According to the ANCAC, child advocacy centers provided approximately 9,188 services to abused children during 2005 and 2006. The ANCAC is working to ensure that children in all of Alabama’s 67 counties have access to these services.

Riley notified Emilyn Gipson, president of the board of directors for the ANCAC, that he had approved the grant. Matching funds of $6,484 will supplement the award.

The grant’s funding was made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  
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