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Riley Awards Grant to Reduce Truancy in Autauga County 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $65,313 grant to reduce truancy and dropout rates in Autauga County.
The Check and Connect program, provided by the Autauga County Commission, helps struggling students who have excessive absences. A coach or mentor works with students to promote a stronger bond with the school and learning.
“Reducing truancy and drop-out rates leads to stronger communities,” said Riley. “I commend the work of the Check and Connect program for helping Autauga County students reach for success.”
According to a report by the Colorado Foundation for Families and Children, truancy is a risk factor for involvement in the juvenile justice system. Check and Connect mentors students to help them become academically successful, stay in school and stay out of trouble. Mentors also work with parents, connecting them with resources like tutoring and behavioral intervention.
Riley notified Autauga County Commission Chairman Clyde Chambliss Jr. that he had approved the grant. Local funds of $33,802 will supplement the award.
Funding for the grant was made available to Alabama through the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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