[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Friday, November 2, 2007








Josh Carples












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grants to Help Sexual Assault Victims at Two State Colleges
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $127,816 in grants to help prevent violence against female students at two major Alabama universities and to provide aid and support for women who do become victims. The University of Alabama’s Women’s Resource Center received $85,816 to continue Project HOPE, and Troy University received $42,000 to continue its Sexual Assault and Violence Education Project. 
Both Project HOPE and the S.A.V.E. Project offer counseling services for victims. Educational programs offered by each project are designed to teach students ways to reduce their chances of being sexually assaulted. 
“Students on Alabama’s college campuses should be able to focus on their education without fear of sexual assault or violence,” said Riley. “The projects funded by these two grants make the campuses safer and help those who do become victims to recover from their terrible ordeal.”
Both programs provide crisis intervention, counseling and advocacy services to help with the emotional trauma that exists after an attack. They also educate their campus communities by providing presentations, workshops, educational materials and news media information regarding domestic violence, sexual assault and the services available to victims.

Riley notified Cynthia Hope, director of sponsored programs at the University of Alabama, and Dr. Jack Hawkins Jr., chancellor of the TSU Systems, that he had approved the grant. The state is funding the awards from the U.S. Department of Justice. 
Local funding of $21,454 will supplement the Alabama grant, and the grant for Troy will be matched with $10,500 in local funds. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
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