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Riley Awards Grant to Help Children Avoid Drugs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $40,000 grant to the Northwest Alabama Mental Health Center in Jasper for a program that encourages youth in northwest Alabama to abstain from drug use and violence.
The Prevention Plus program serves kindergarten through ninth grade students in Walker, Fayette, Winston, Marion and Lamar counties.
“It’s never too early to teach children about the dangers of drugs and violence,” Riley said. “I applaud the mental health center staff for the contribution they make to the healthy development of northwest Alabama children.”
The program includes the Too Good for Drugs curriculum which corrects the misconception some students have that most of their peers are using drugs, teaches about the consequences of drug use and shows children how to resist and overcome peer pressure. The program uses interactive teaching techniques and role-playing activities to get students directly involved with the lessons being presented.
Riley notified Skip Newman, executive director of the mental health center, that he had approved the grant. Funding for the grant was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 
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