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Riley Awards Grants to Battle Illegal Drugs in 3 Wiregrass Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants to help two specialized law enforcement units continue the fight against illegal drugs in southeast Alabama. 
The 12th Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force will use a $145,000 grant to continue anti-drug efforts in Coffee and Pike counties. A $250,000 grant will help the 22nd Judicial Circuit Drug and Violent Crime Task Force continue investigating drug-related cases and prosecuting drug offenders in Covington County. 
“The safety of our communities relies on vigilant law enforcement to fight methamphetamine and other drugs that destroy Alabama families,” Riley said. “I commend these task forces for their diligent work to take illegal drugs off the streets by putting drug users and dealers behind bars.”

Both task forces are partnerships between district attorneys offices and police and sheriffs departments. The partnerships enable the agencies to pool their resources to conduct undercover operations, intensive investigations and intelligence sharing to reduce illegal drugs and curtail violent crime in the area.
The units also participate in joint investigations with state and federal agencies targeting drug trafficking rings.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.

Riley informed Robin Sullivan, Pike County Commission chairman, and Greg White, Covington County Commission chairman, that the grants had been approved.
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