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Riley Awards Grant to Help Pickens Youth Avoid Drugs, Violence
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $37,000 grant to help youth in Pickens County stay “on track” to futures free of drugs and violence. 
The grant will help the Pickens County Family Resource Center continue providing the Youth on Track drug and violence prevention program. The program is for youth in fourth through sixth grades who are at risk of failure at school because of low grades, excessive absences or disruptive and violent behavior.  Students at the Pickens County Alternative School also participate in the program. 
“Guidance and positive role models are essential if youth are to transition into responsible, productive adults,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program that shows students the strong benefits of a life free of drugs and violence.”
The program uses the Too Good for Drugs & Violence curriculum to teach participants how to avoid drugs and violence. The curriculum, presented in weekly sessions, contains skill-building lessons about subjects including goal setting, resistance to peer pressure, personal responsibility, healthy ways to handle stress and the consequences of drug use.

Parents also get involved in helping their children by completing the Parent Project, an instructional program that shows them how to deal with unacceptable behavior. Parents learn intervention techniques that enable them to reduce their children’s involvement with drugs and alcohol, gang activities, violence and other destructive behaviors.


Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the 
award.



Riley notified Wayne McElroy, chairman of the center’s advisory board, that the grant had 
been approved.
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