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Riley Grant Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims 

in Three Black Belt Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $106,596 grant to help a nonprofit organization in Selma maintain services to victims of sexual assault and domestic violence in Dallas, Perry and Wilcox counties.
         The Selma and Blackbelt Regional Abuse Sanctuary offers emergency shelter for victims and 
their children, a 24-hour crisis hotline and support groups to help deal with the distress of domestic 
abuse.

          “Victims need compassionate, professional help to deal with the devastating effects of abuse,” Riley 
said. “This grant will help the center continue assisting victims in these counties.”
In addition to crisis services, the organization assists victims with their legal needs and refers 
them to agencies that assist with housing, job training and other services.  SABRA Sanctuary also 
employs a specially trained nurse to conduct medical exams of sexual assault victims.
Through educational programs, the organization strives to make communities aware of the 
effects of domestic violence and sexual assault and teaches ways to prevent abuse.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Steve Smitherman, chairman of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $26,649 will supplement the grant.
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