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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Drugs in Escambia County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $145,000 grant to the 21st Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force. The funds will help the task force to continue its work eliminating illegal drug use and distribution in Escambia County by arresting and prosecuting offenders.
The task force is a joint operation of the Atmore, Brewton, East Brewton and Flomaton police departments, the Escambia County District Attorney’s Office and the Escambia County Sheriff’s Department. The agencies work together to disrupt drug organizations and their shipments, share intelligence relating to illegal drug activities and prosecute the users and dealers of illegal drugs. The task force also works to reduce the illegal distribution of prescription drugs.

“The 21st Judicial Circuit Drug Task Force is working hard to take drug offenders off the streets,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to provide this grant to help them continue protecting the residents of Escambia County.”
The task force seized more than 900 grams of cocaine and hundreds of prescription drugs obtained illegally since October 2006.The unit also confiscated more than 1,000 pounds of crystal methamphetamine last year.

Riley notified Escambia County Commission President David Stokes that the grant had been approved. Local funding of $14,500 will supplement the grant.

The grant was awarded through the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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