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Riley Awards Grants to Support Battle Against Illegal Drugs
 in Tuscaloosa and Walker Counties 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $305,000 to assist special law enforcement units in Tuscaloosa and Walker counties in their battle against illegal drugs.  
Riley awarded $200,000 to a multi-jurisdictional drug-enforcement unit in Tuscaloosa County and $105,000 to the Walker County Commission Narcotics Enforcement Team. Both units will use funding to continue reducing the sale, use and distribution of illegal drugs in their communities. 
“Illegal drugs are a menace to families, neighborhoods and communities and we must continue our efforts to take them off the streets and punish those who sell and use them,” Riley said. “I commend these task forces for their efforts to pursue and prosecute offenders.” 
The Tuscaloosa County unit is a coalition involving the Tuscaloosa, Northport and University of Alabama police departments, the county Sheriff’s Department and the district attorney’s office. The unit uses its pool of resources, manpower and information to reduce drugs and drug-related crimes. 
The Walker County team uses personnel and resources from the Jasper Police Department, sheriff’s department, district attorney’s office and the County Commission office. Like the Tuscaloosa unit, it works with local, state and federal agencies to reduce drugs. 
Riley notified Tuscaloosa Mayor Walter Maddox and Walker County Commission Chairman Bruce Hamrick that the funding had been approved. Each unit has pledged local funding equal to the grants. The state funding was made available through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants. 
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