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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Creation of New Jobs 
in Tallapoosa and Crenshaw Counties 
MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley awarded economic development grants to two automotive suppliers that will pave the way for 250 new jobs in Tallapoosa and Crenshaw counties. 

A $275,000 grant will be used to provide water and sewer services to Sejin Co. in Dadeville. The Korean company will produce encapsulated glass and other exterior components for Hyundai, Kia and General Motors automobiles. 

Governor Riley also awarded a $200,000 infrastructure grant that will enable Dongwon Autoparts Technology to increase its workforce by 50 new jobs in Crenshaw County. Dongwon manufactures door frames and impact beams for Hyundai and General Motors and already employs 180 people.

“These local improvements will create new job opportunities and a stronger economy,” Governor Riley said. “These are good paying jobs that will result in a better quality of life in these communities.”

Sejin Co. is building a 125,000-square-foot plant on a 20-acre site in the William T. Thweat Industrial Park off U.S. 280 in Dadeville. The company plans to add 80,000 square feet to the plant within two years after production begins. The plant is expected to begin production in 2008 and initially employ 131, with plans to add 70 more employees to its workforce by 2009.

The water and sewer services will also benefit other industries in the industrial park. Earlier this year, Governor Riley awarded $600,000 to make other improvements to the industrial park. Local funds of $500,577 have been pledged for the project.

The Crenshaw County grant will be used to construct two additional wastewater treatment facilities and field lines at Dongwon’s 50-acre site off U.S. 331. The treatment facilities are key to the company’s production. The county plans to provide $125,000 in local funding for the project. 

Dongwon opened its Crenshaw County plant two years ago. The original 40,000-square foot plant has already been expanded to 70,000 square feet. Governor Riley awarded a $150,000 grant in February 2004 to help provide water, roads and sewers for the plant.

Funds for both grants were made available to the state through the Community Development Block Grant program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grants.

