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Riley Awards Grant to Support Battle
Against Illegal Drugs in Dale County  
MONTGOMERY—A multi-jurisdictional police unit that has invested eight years in reducing drug use and violent crimes in Dale County has been awarded a $155,000 grant to continue its battle. 

The grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable the Wiregrass Violent Crime Task Force to reduce the sale, use and distribution of illegal drugs and actively investigate recent and unsolved violent crimes in the area. 

“This task force is carrying forth the message through investigations and arrests that illegal drugs and related criminal activity will not be tolerated,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide this funding that will take drugs off the streets and put offenders behind bars.”
The task force combines the resources of the Ozark and Daleville police departments, the Dale County Sheriff’s Department and the district attorney’s office to aggressively investigate illegal drug activity. Intelligence gathered by the unit has been used to make more than 100 arrests in cases involving violent crime. 
The unit continues to actively investigate several homicides. The task force also assists local, state and federal law enforcement agencies with drug and crime investigations by sharing intelligence and information. 
Riley notified Ozark Mayor Bob Bunting that the grant had been awarded. Local funding of $155,000 has also been pledged to enable the unit to fulfill its goals of reducing drugs and crime in the county. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
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