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Riley Awards Grants to Support Battle
Against Illegal Drugs in Northeast Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $365,000 to ensure special law enforcement units will continue their fight against illegal drugs and drug-related crimes in northeast Alabama. 
Riley awarded $190,000 to the Etowah County Drug Enforcement Unit and $175,000 to the Calhoun-Cleburne County Drug and Violent Crime Task Force. Both units will use the funding to continue reducing the sale, use and distribution of illegal drugs in the area. 

“We must be relentless in pursuing and prosecuting drug offenders,” Riley said. “I commend these task forces for their efforts to take drugs off the street and put offenders in jail.”
Both units, which assist one another, rely on undercover operations, intensive investigations and intelligence sharing to reduce illegal drugs and curtail violent crime in the area. Each unit has representation from law enforcement agencies in their jurisdictions and they often assist individual agencies in conducting drug and crime investigations. The units also assist state and federal agencies in reducing drugs in their communities.  

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards.
Riley informed Etowah Commission Chairman Jimmy L McKee and Anniston Mayor Hoyt W. Howell, that the grants had been approved. Local matching funds equal to the grants have been pledged for both units.
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