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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Abuse Child Victims 

in Calhoun and Cleburne County  

MONTGOMERY— An advocacy group will continue offering its free services to child abuse victims in Calhoun and Cleburne counties thanks in part to a $92,718 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

Funding will be used by Calhoun-Cleburne Children’s Center to provide counseling and advocacy services for child victims of sexual and physical abuse. 

“Children who are robbed of their innocence and trust in others through the horrors of abuse are worthy of all efforts to help them regain some normalcy in life,” Riley said. “I commend the Children’s Center for its dedication in helping children and pursuing those who commit these atrocious acts.”  

Through assistance from the Children’s Center 40 cases of child abuse were prosecuted in the two counties in 2006 and more than 60 others were referred to the district attorney’s office. Counseling services offered by the center often results in children revealing details of abuse. Those details are vital elements in convicting offenders. 
Riley notified Becky Turner, board president of the center, that the grant had been approved. The center has also been pledged $23,180 in local funding. 

The grant was awarded from funding provided to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
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