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Riley Awards Grants for Worker Training in Huntsville
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants to improve the skills of workers at two companies in Madison County. 
A $26,970 grant will enable Eastern Industrial Supplies to train 17 employees in methods to improve efficiency and customer service. Quality Testing Services will use a $35,336 grant to train four employees in techniques that will help the company earn an aerospace industry certification.

“A well-trained workforce is key to success in today’s global economy,” Riley said. “This training will help these Alabama workers improve their skills and their job security.”

Eastern Industrial Supplies, a manufacturer of pipes, valves and fittings, currently processes most of its orders manually. To speed up the ordering process and improve customer service, the company is switching to a computer-based order system. During the training, workers will learn how to use the new system and will receive training in billing procedures and warehouse management. Company officials estimate that the training will increase sales by 20 percent and increase employees’ earning potential by 3 percent. The company will contribute $26,970 toward the training cost. 


Quality Testing Services will train its employees in a variety of methods to improve efficiency and gain AS9100 certification, a requirement necessary to obtaining many contracts. The company provides a variety of scientific testing services to the U.S. Defense Department and clients in the aerospace industry. Company officials say the training will improve efficiency by 25 percent. Quality Testing Services will contribute $51,703 toward the training cost. 

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Labor Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the awards. ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Robert Davis of Eastern Industrial Supplies and Gene Miller of Quality Testing Services that the grants had been approved. 
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