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Riley Grant will Help Unskilled Workers

in East Alabama Qualify for Better Jobs
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $100,000 to help unemployed and unskilled workers in east Alabama begin careers in high-growth industries in the area. 

Southern Union State Community College will use the grant to provide short-term training to qualify 30 individuals for high-demand entry-level jobs. Individuals from Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph, Russell and Tallapoosa counties are eligible for the program. 


“Alabamians have access to unprecedented job opportunities, but only if they have the adequate skills,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide these funds to equip more Alabamians with the skills needed to begin new careers in growing industries.”


Southern Union will select participants through Alabama One-Stop Career Centers, area chambers of commerce, high schools and employers. Participants will select a training program in one of the following disciplines: automotive collision repair, automotive mechanics, engineering graphics and design, heating and air technology, industrial electricity, industrial maintenance technology, machine shop technology and office careers.  The training lasts between 10 and 26 weeks, depending on the program selected. Once they complete the training, participants will receive help finding a job.  
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Labor Department. ADECA Director Bill Johnson notified Susan Salatto, president of Southern Union, that the grant had been approved. 
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