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Riley Awards $100,000 for Job Training Program in North Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant for a training program to help unskilled workers in north Alabama take advantage of new job opportunities in the state’s growing high-tech manufacturing industries. 
The $100,000 grant will enable J.F. Drake Technical College in Huntsville to provide a short-term training program to give 25 participants the skills needed to gain employment as multi-craft technicians at area manufacturing facilities and distribution centers. Participants will be selected from Blount, Cullman, DeKalb, Jackson, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marshall and Morgan counties. 
“Alabamians have unprecedented opportunities for skilled employment, but only if they have adequate training,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to help unskilled workers make a better living by gaining the skills needed for high-tech manufacturing jobs.”
The program will identify participants through industrial recruitment and Alabama One-Stop Career Centers. Once in the program, participants will learn a variety of skills including welding, electrical and wiring, industrial maintenance and blueprint reading. The program will also include general skills such as basic math, reading and positive work habits. To minimize the commute, training sessions will available at four area community colleges: Calhoun, J.F. Drake, Northwest Alabama and Snead State.

Upon completion of the training, participants will receive job placement assistance.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

ADECA Director Bill Johnson notified Helen McAlpine, president of J.F. Drake, that the grant had been approved.
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