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Escambia Schools Awarded Grant from Riley

Will Help Troubled Students Make Amends, Become Good Citizens

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $52,124 for a program that holds juvenile offenders in Escambia County accountable for their actions while helping them overcome their problems and complete their education.

The County Board of Education provides the program as an alternative to suspending or expelling students from school. It provides juveniles with specialized counseling that enables them to accept responsibility for their behavior and refrain from committing additional offenses.

“I commend Escambia County officials for providing this innovative and effective program that encourages students to become better citizens,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide these funds to help young people finish school and stay out of trouble.”

Participants in the program are required to meet with the victims of any offences they may have committed and they also are required to do community service work or obtain a job as a means to make restitution to victims or the community.

County school officials say some students in the program will create pages about drug and alcohol awareness and community service for the school system’s Web site.
Riley notified William N. Hines, Escambia County superintendent, that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice.
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