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Riley Awards Grant to Help Marion County Plant Conserve Energy
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $75,000 grant to help a lumber plant in Hackleburg turn its waste into a renewable power source. 
The grant will reimburse interest payments made by Valley Lumber Co. when it installed a biomass system that uses leftover wood shavings for drying lumber. 
“We must continue investing in alternative energy sources to reduce our dependence on fossil fuels,” Riley said. “By investing in a system that uses renewable energy, Valley Lumber will save on energy costs and reduce waste.”
The boiler system burns leftover pine shavings generated during the wood-cutting process to produce hot air to dry lumber that the company has cut and plans to sell. The company expects the system to save $62,400 in energy costs annually. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs through its Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division provides interest subsidies up to $75,000 for loans to finance qualified commercial, industrial or government biomass projects The program is designed to reduce the use of fossil fuels.

Riley awarded the grant from the state oil overcharge fund which is supported with money awarded to Alabama and other states in the 1980s as restitution from oil companies for violations of federal price controls. Riley informed Steve Hammack, president of Valley Lumber, that the grant had been approved.
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