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Riley Announces $50,000 to Expand Clanton Playground  

MONTGOMERY— A $50,000 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will create additional recreational opportunities, especially for children with handicaps, in the city of Clanton.
Funds will be used to expand a playground and provide additional equipment at Clanton City Park. The grant is part of a pledge made several years ago by Riley to improve recreation for children with disabilities.
“Every Alabama child should have the opportunity to take part in recreational activities,” Riley said. “Little by little we are providing children, regardless of handicaps or disabilities, with the chance to round the bases on a baseball field, experience the coolness of water on a hot summer afternoon or participate in some other activity that they will long remember and cherish.”
The project will include preparing the site and purchasing and installing playground equipment designed to accommodate children with disabilities. A special surface will make the playground accessible, increase safety for all children and improve the appearance. Picnic tables, benches and a new and expanded fence will be added to the area.  
Riley notified Mayor Billy Joe Driver that the grant had been approved. The town is providing the required 50 percent match of $50,000 for the project. 

The grant was made available to the state through the federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. The LWCF program was created in 1965 by Congress to help each state to develop recreational facilities. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 

The city of Clanton has received LWCF grants since 1978. The most recent LWCF grant in 2003 was used to provide a lift that enabled persons with disabilities to access the city pool. Other LWCF grants have been used to construct tennis courts and football and baseball fields. 
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