[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Wednesday, May 9, 2007








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards Grant to Start Biotech Training Program

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $42,000 to support a new training program that will help Birmingham-area residents gain employment in the state’s growing biotechnology industry. 


The Heritage Center for Human and Community Development in Bessemer will use the funds to start BioTek Works, a 14-week training program that will give participants the skills and certification they need for entry-level biotech jobs as lab assistants. The center is a faith-based agency that seeks to connect jobseekers in Bibb, Blount, Jefferson, Shelby, St. Clair and Walker counties with skilled jobs in fast-growing industries. 


“With new industries moving to the state and existing ones expanding, Alabamians have unprecedented opportunities for high-tech, skilled employment, but only if they have adequate training,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this faith-based effort to give workers a brighter future by preparing them for higher-paying biotechnology jobs.”


Center officials will select 10 applicants to participate in the initial 14-week session based on results of career assessment and worker skill tests, a demonstrated interest in science and technology, education level and employment history. 


The program will consist of 20 hours of classroom time, 60 hours of lab training and 260 hours of on-the-job or internship experience. Participants receive assistance in finding a job once they complete the program, or they may earn up to 10 credit hours toward an associate’s degree if they desire to continue their education. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the funds.

ADECA Director Bill Johnson informed Dr. Jesse Hipps, the center’s president, that the grant had been approved.
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