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Riley Awards Grant to Help Child Abuse Victims in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded an $111,686 grant to support an organization that assists child abuse victims in west Jefferson County. 
The grant will help the Bessemer Cut-off Advocacy Center continue providing services that minimize the stress of the legal process and aid the recovery of victims and family members not involved in the abuse.

“Victims often face a long road to recovery, and professional assistance is vital to help them overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s staff for helping victims and their families rebuild their lives.”
The center offers a safe and comforting facility for victims where various agencies, including the Department of Human Resources, law enforcement agencies and the district attorney’s office, work together to coordinate investigations. The team approach to investigations minimizes stress on victims because they only have to recall the details of the abuse one time instead of multiple times to several different agencies. 
Services offered to victims include individual and group counseling, courtroom preparation, assistance in filing for restraining orders and victims’ compensation and referrals to other social service agencies that offer additional help. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. 

Riley notified District Attorney Arthur Green, president of the center’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $27,922 will supplement the award.
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