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Riley Awards $500,000 in CDBG Funds 

to Create Jobs in DeKalb County   

MONTGOMERY— A $500,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help pave the way for new employment opportunities in DeKalb County. 

The Community Development Block Grant will fund road improvements necessary for the construction of a 700,000-square-foot distribution center in Fort Payne. The Children’s Place, a manufacturer of children’s clothing and accessories, is expected to open the center this summer and will employ 250 people. 
“Alabama has an abundance of natural resources, but its people and their work ethic are by far our most valuable resource,” Riley said. “This work ethic combined with strong community support continues to be a strong magnet attracting businesses to our state. I am delighted to welcome The Children’s Place to Alabama.” 

CDBG funding will be used to widen, resurface and address other safety issues on Airport Road and Alabama Highway 35 leading to the 125-acre site where the center will be located.  

The New Jersey-based Children’s Place Inc. operates 865 The Children’s Place stores and 328 Disney Stores in North America. The Fort Payne distribution site was chosen over sites in Georgia, Mississippi and Louisiana, according to company officials.  
Riley notified Mayor William H. Jordan that the CDBG funding had been approved. Local funding of $274,725 and supplemental grants from other sources will aid the project. 
The CDBG project was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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