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Riley Awards CDBG Funding to Create Jobs in Dallas County 
MONTGOMERY— A $400,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help create more than 100 new jobs in Dallas County. 
The Community Development Block Grant will supply infrastructure necessary for New Gas Concepts to construct a plant east of Selma near the Alabama River. New Gas Concepts, which will employ 105 people, will produce wood pellets for use as a fuel.  

“Alabama’s economic outlook continues to be bright and I am very pleased that Selma and Dallas County are experiencing some of the benefits,” Riley said. “This growth is a tribute to an eager and capable workforce, abundant natural resources and the hard work of local and state leaders.”

 CDBG funds will be used to construct a 250,000 to 300,000-gallon tank that will supply water to the plant. 
The new plant is expected to be in operation by late 2007 and will produce 520,000 tons of pellets a year. The pellets will be made primarily from wood waste products including sawdust, shavings and chips. Much of the material will be exported to Europe. 
Riley notified Kimbrough L. Ballard, chairman of the Dallas County Commission, that the CDBG funding had been approved. Local matching funds of $232,000 have been pledged for the project. 

The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant.
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