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Riley Awards Grant to Improve Skills at Jackson Plant 
MONTGOMERY— Many employees at a Clarke County plant are improving their skills and wage earning abilities thanks to a $15,575 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The grant is enabling 16 employees at the Boise Cascade plant in Jackson to participate in a welding training program which started in February and will last for nine months. 

“This is an opportunity for employees to improve their job performance and earning potential while fortifying the ability of the Jackson plant to compete globally,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide these funds.”
Boise Cascade is a major manufacturer of containerboard, corrugated containers, newsprint and other paper and pulp products. The company employs 652 people at its Clarke County plant. 

The training is being conducted by the Alabama Technology Network office in Thomasville.  The office is part of Alabama’s Incumbent Worker Training Program which teaches skills to help companies improve performance and productivity and enable employees to earn pay or position advancements. 
Bill Johnson, director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Marty Parker, technology resources manager at Boise Cascade, that the grant had been approved. Boise Cascade is providing $38,382 for its share of the costs. 
The grant was awarded from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor. 
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