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Riley Awards $50,000 to Boost Worker Skills at Wayne Industries
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to help workers at a sign manufacturer in Chilton County learn new job skills to help their company.
Wayne Industries will use the $50,000 grant to pay part of the cost to train 68 employees in production techniques to improve efficiency. The company, which manufactures a variety of business signs for customers in the United States, Canada and Mexico, will contribute $52,444 toward the training cost. 
“Alabama is experiencing unprecedented economic success, but we must continue to upgrade the skill of our workforce to maintain that momentum,” Riley said. “I am pleased to help these Alabama workers boost their earning potential with training that allows them to become more productive and more valuable to their company.”

Wayne Industries officials say costly and time-consuming production problems have led to reduced customer satisfaction and lagging sales. The training will help workers prevent delays by teaching them to eliminate production waste, identify and quickly fix potential problems that could lead to production backups and how to improve product quality. The Joseph R. Chapman Co. in Birmingham will conduct the training over a 12-month period. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the funds.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Mike Cooper, the company’s operations manager, that the grant had been approved.

--30--

 


Office of Workforce Development





Dr. Tim Alford


Director











Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








State of Alabama








