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Riley Awards Grant to Boost Worker Skills 

at Montgomery, Pell City Plants
MONTGOMERY—Workers at Jim Bishop Cabinets Inc. will have a chance to upgrade their job skills and possibly earn a promotion thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 


The company will use the $27,060 grant to fund a portion of training for six managers and 50 employees at its Montgomery and Pell City plants. Jim Bishop, which manufactures custom cabinets for houses, will contribute $175,004 toward the training cost.    

“Up-to-date skills are essential for success in today’s workplace,” Riley said. “This training will help these Alabama workers increase their job security and earning potential.”
Company officials say the training will help workers adapt to technological advances in the industry and enable the company to continue to promote employees to higher positions. 


Managers will learn new leadership skills as they complete a training program called Bullet Proof Manager. The training will be provided by Cullman-based CRESTCOM International. 

Jim Bishop will use a portion of the grant to help pay for a two-year membership to the Business Training Library, a service that offers access to a variety of video, CD-ROM and online training courses. Employees will take courses on quality improvement, basic assembly techniques, inventory control and other topics through the service.  

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Labor. The Alabama Office of Workforce Development will administer the funds.

OWD Director Tim Alford informed Vicky Czupka, the company’s vice president of quality assurance and training, that the grant had been approved.
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