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Riley Awards $74,226 to Bolster Traffic Safety Efforts

in North Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $74,226 to support efforts to improve safety on north Alabama roads by targeting the most common causes of automobile crashes and deaths.

The North Alabama Highway Safety Office, based at Northwest Shoals Community College, will use the funds to coordinate law enforcement efforts to reduce traffic-related injuries and deaths in a ten-county area. The office serves Colbert, Cullman, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marion, Morgan and Winston counties.


“Even one deadly crash resulting from drunken driving or speeding is too much,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this coordinated law enforcement effort to take dangerous, irresponsible drivers off our roads.”

The safety office will pay for area police officers to work overtime to intensify enforcement of DUI, speeding and seat belt laws during high traffic periods like holiday weekends when crashes are more likely to occur. The effort also will include periodic DUI and seat belt checkpoints. 
In 2005, the latest year for which data is available, there were 1,544 alcohol-related crashes in the 10-county area with 37 resulting in death, according to the safety office. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

Riley informed Dr. Humphrey Lee, president of Northwest Shoals, that the grant had been approved. 
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