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Riley Awards Grants to Improve Traffic Safety in Bay-Area Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants to the Mobile County Commission for a coordinated law enforcement effort to reduce deadly automobile crashes in Baldwin and Mobile counties. 
The County Commission’s Highway\Traffic Safety Division will use the grants totaling $46,045 to pay overtime wages for increased patrols by area law enforcement agencies targeting speeders and intoxicated drivers. The agencies will also step up enforcement of seat belt and child restraint laws. 
“Irresponsible drivers recklessly endanger the lives of everyone on the road,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this effort to remove dangerous drivers from roads in Baldwin and Mobile counties.”
The increased patrols will focus on weekends and holidays, including Memorial Day and Labor Day, when more crashes are likely to occur because of increased traffic. The effort also will include safety checkpoints for DUI and seat belt usage. 

In 2005, the latest year for which data is available, vehicle crashes resulted in 5,734 injuries and 143 deaths in the two counties, according to the Critical Analysis Reporting Environment Research and Development Lab at the University of Alabama.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama from the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Mobile County Commission president Juan Chastang of the grants’ approval. 
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