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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Abuse Victims in Birmingham
MONTGOMERY—A Birmingham nonprofit group is expanding the services it offers to domestic violence victims participating in a treatment program thanks in part to a $20,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
Freedom Rain Inc. will use the grant to create a resource center and offer more domestic violence prevention classes to abused women at the Lovelady Center, a treatment facility for women who are at risk of going to prison or have just been released from prison because of illegal drug use or violence. The program aims to help women avoid further legal trouble by making lifestyle changes. 
“Domestic abuse is a brutal crime that ruins lives,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s staff for giving these women assistance and support as they make positive changes in their lives and seek to escape abusive relationships.”
The center currently offers a domestic violence prevention program, but officials say more resources are needed.  About two thirds of the women in the program have been victims of abuse. The grant will help the center offer more classes about domestic violence, including anger management and domestic violence response classes, and allow the center to schedule more guest speakers to help the women learn the warning signs of abuse and about the assistance available to them. The resource center will be equipped with books and videos that will help the women learn about domestic violence prevention and victims’ rights.  
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.
Riley informed Joe Medina, the center’s board chairman, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $5,000 will supplement the award.
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