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Southeast Alabama Highway Safety Focus of Grants
Awarded by Riley 
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded three grants totaling $161,545 to Enterprise-Ozark Community College to boost enforcement of traffic safety laws in Barbour, Butler, Coffee, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Escambia, Geneva, Henry, Houston, Pike and Russell counties.

The college’s Southeast Alabama Traffic Safety Office will use the funds to pay overtime wages for increased patrols and checkpoints in the region that will target intoxicated drivers. Local law enforcement agencies also will step up efforts to enforce speeding, seatbelt and child restraint laws.

“Protecting citizens and visitors on Alabama’s highways continues to be a top priority of state government, Riley said. “The increased enforcement made possible by these grants will target dangerous drivers and see to it that more motorists arrive at their destinations safely.”
Additional patrols will target “hot spots” where deadly crashes have occurred and will focus on periods of increased traffic such as Memorial Day and Labor Day.
According to the Critical Analysis Reporting Environment Research and Development Laboratory at the University of Alabama, a traffic crash was reported every 219 seconds in the state in 2005. CARE statistics from that same year show that in the 12-county southeast Alabama region 12,689 crashes were reported resulting in 145 deaths.
 Riley notified Stafford L. Thompson, EOCC president, that the grants had been approved. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants which were awarded from funds made available to the state by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.
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