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Riley Announces Grant to Make High-Speed Global Communications Available to Franklin County Businesses
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley announced a $168,000 grant to the Franklin County Commission to enhance telecommunications at two business parks.  

The Appalachian Regional Commission grant will provide fiber optic telecommunication lines to Franklin County Industrial Parks One and Two.  The new lines will allow businesses already in the park and companies desiring to locate in the park to have access to high-speed Internet services.  

 “I am pleased to support this enhancement to Franklin County’s business parks.  By improving communication access, Alabama businesses are better able to compete and serve customers across the globe,” said Riley  

Because companies at the industrial parks deal with customers worldwide, their ability to sustain business depends on being able to interact quickly.  The installation of fiber optic cables will improve the communication capabilities of least 20 businesses in or near the parks, allowing them to better compete in the global economy. 

Riley notified Mike Green, chairman of the Franklin County Commission, that the grant had been approved. A local match of $42,000 will be provided by the commission.  
 The ARC was started in 1965 as a supplemental grant program to raise the standard of living, improve the quality of life and promote economic development in the Appalachian mountain region.  Thirty-seven Alabama counties are part of the region and are eligible for funding.  Upon Riley’s recommendation the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs submitted the grant to ARC for approval.
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