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Riley Awards Grant to Battle Drugs in Shelby County 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $160,000 grant that will enable a special task force in Shelby County to continue its pursuit to reduce illegal drugs and related crimes, lock up offenders and make the county safer for law-abiding residents. 
The grant will help fund the Shelby County Drug Enforcement Task Force, a multi-jurisdictional agency created two years ago with the goal of significantly reducing illegal drugs and unlawfully obtained prescription medications. A major factor in the unit’s success is the combining of resources, knowledge and manpower from municipal and county law enforcement agencies throughout the county. 

“Shelby County in recent years has gone from a rural to a suburban to an urban county in many areas,” Riley said. “That transformation has resulted in different types of problems with illegal drugs and the crimes associated with it. This task force has the ability to adapt and successfully apply tactics to reduce and discourage drug use by getting at the source and arresting offenders.”
The task force has made more than 1,000 arrests and seized more than 100,000 illegal drugs since its inception. The unit works with local, state and federal law enforcement agencies to provide a more effective and widespread reduction of illegal drugs and drug users and sellers. 

Riley notified County Manager Alex Dudchock that the grant had been approved. Local funding equaling the grant has also been pledged for the program. 

The grant was awarded through the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs’ Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division. Funding was provided to the state through the U.S. Department of Justice. 
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