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Riley Awards Grant to Help Birmingham Plant Conserve Energy
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $75,000 grant as part of a continuing effort to encourage Alabama companies to use alternative energy sources. 

The grant will reimburse interest payments for a Montgomery company that designed, constructed and installed a wood-fired biomass system for Mars Pet Care Co. plant in Birmingham. The system will be used to heat boilers to provide energy for the plant. 

“This system is not only expected to conserve energy, it will conserve valuable landfill space,” Riley said. “The system will be fueled with material that otherwise would have been deposited in a landfill.”  

The system built by Destin Energy is expected to save the Mars Pet Care plant approximately $224,600 annually in utility costs and should last more than 25 years. Mars Pet Care, one of the world’s largest manufacturers of pet food and related products, will continue to utilize natural gas as a backup energy source. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs through its Energy, Weatherization and Technology Division provides interest subsidies up to $75,000 for loans to finance qualified commercial, industrial or government biomass projects The program is designed to reduce the use of fossil fuels.
Riley awarded the grant from the state oil overcharge fund which is supported with money awarded to Alabama and other states in the 1980s as restitution by oil companies for violations of federal price controls.
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