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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in Southeast Alabama 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $242,973 to help victims of abuse and sexual assault in eight southeast Alabama counties receive the necessary aid in overcoming trauma and prosecuting offenders. 

A $185,521 will supply the House of Ruth with funding needed to provide safe shelter, counseling and other services for abuse victims. A $57,452 grant will be used to fund supplemental training for police, medical professionals and prosecutors in dealing with abuse victims. 

“These programs help people through difficult times by providing crucial services that enable victims to overcome trauma and regain a foothold in life,” Riley said. “I am pleased to provide these funds.”
The House of Ruth, which has offices in Dothan and Troy, serves victims in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee, Dale, Geneva, Henry, Houston and Pike counties. The agency also offers a 24-hour crisis line, advocacy services and legal aid. Services are also provided to children of victims.
The House of Ruth has provided shelter to 3,856 abuse victims and 4,630 children of victims since 1982. The agency has also been instrumental in working with law enforcement and medical agencies in improving services. 

Riley notified Paula Coleman, board president, that the grants had been approved the grants are funded through two federal programs and are administered by the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs.   
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