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Riley Awards Grant to Rebuild Grand Bay School  
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $3.2 million grant to help pay for the rebuilding of Grand Bay Middle School, which was severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina.

Gov. Riley toured the school in the days after Katrina and returned last August to meet with school officials about state assistance.  The special Community Development Block Grant awarded by the Governor will be used to rebuild the school’s main building and cafeteria. Both buildings had to be demolished after the August 2005 hurricane caused significant and irreparable damage. 

“I commend Dr. (Harold) Dodge, members of the school board, Senator (Rusty) Glover and Representative (Spencer) Collier for their excellent work on Grand Bay’s recovery.  This grant will support their efforts and help pay for rebuilding and upgrades that increase classroom space at the school,” said Gov. Riley. 

The main building will include a cafeteria as well as a second floor to increase classroom space.  It will be rebuilt on the same site as the previous buildings. 

Gov. Riley notified Mobile County officials that the grant had been approved. Additional funding for the rebuilding project is being provided by insurance claims, school board funding and special disaster relief funds. 

Students were required to attend school at another campus for five months after the hurricane and then returned to portable classrooms that were set up at Grand Bay Middle School. 

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant that was made available to the state through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
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