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Riley Grant Will Aid Child Abuse Victims in Etowah County
MONTGOMERY—A nonprofit center will continue assisting young victims of sexual or physical abuse in Etowah County thanks in part to a $96,449 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The James M. Barrie Center for Children in Gadsden will use the grant to provide services to victims and family members not involved in the abuse. 
“Abuse is a tragedy that leaves many victims with hard-to-heal emotional scars,” Riley said. “I commend the Barrie Center for its ongoing work helping victims recover and assisting in abuse investigations.”

State Rep. Blaine Galliher said, “I have been a longtime supporter of the Barrie Center, and I am very thankful and appreciative to Governor Riley for his support.  This is a great center that sensitively deals with children’s issues.”

The center collaborates with law enforcement agencies, the district attorney’s office, mental health professionals and the county Department of Human Resources to investigate cases of child abuse. Investigative interviews are conducted at the center by a professional trained in techniques that help victims disclose details of their abuse. The interviews are recorded to limit the number of times a victim has to talk about the details of the abuse.


The center also offers counseling for victims. A family advocate provides parents with support, information and referrals to community resources to help them overcome the emotional turmoil associated with abuse. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley informed Lesa Osborn, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $24,112 will supplement the award.

--30--



Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director








State of Alabama








