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Riley Awards Grant for Domestic Violence Prosecution Program 

in Madison County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $93,346 to the Madison County Commission to support an effort to prosecute domestic violence cases and help victims in the county. 


The grant will help the district attorney’s office continue a program that offers assistance to ensure victims remain safe while their cases are investigated and prosecuted. 


“Domestic violence is a tragic crime that damages lives,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this program that seeks justice for victims and provides assistance while their cases are being tried.”

The program, called Prosecution Coordinated Enhanced Response to Domestic Violence, includes two assistant district attorneys with specialized training who prosecute cases in which victims are seriously injured and may be unable or unwilling to participate in the investigation and prosecution. A domestic violence investigator assists the prosecutors and trains local law enforcement officers in ways to improve their response to situations involving domestic violence.

Victims receive help in obtaining protection orders, if they desire. A program staff member stays in contact with victims throughout the investigations and helps them prepare for court appearances. The program also gives victims referrals to other agencies that offer assistance including emergency housing and transportation. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant, which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Riley informed Mike Gillespie, chairman of the county commission, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $31,115 have been committed to the unit.

--30--



Office of the Governor





Bob Riley


Governor








 


Alabama Department of Economic


and Community Affairs





Bill Johnson


Director








State of Alabama








