[image: image1.jpg]




      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Feb. 27, 2007








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant Will Aid Montgomery Effort Against Domestic Violence
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $83,309 to the Montgomery County Commission in support of a unit dedicated to assisting domestic violence victims in the county and putting their abusers behind bars. 

The grant will help the Montgomery Violence Against Women Prosecution Unit continue its work to reduce domestic violence.

“Domestic violence is a brutal crime that often has tragic consequences,” Riley said. “I commend the work of the Prosecution Unit to obtain justice for victims by prosecuting their abusers.”
The unit includes a prosecutor who handles all felony domestic violence cases in the county. A victim services officer assists victims by providing them with information immediately after the crime has been reported, coordinating meetings between victims and the prosecutor and accompanying victims to court. 

Officials with the unit say that victims of violence and abuse on college campuses are reluctant to report crimes and often are unaware of resources and support services available to them.  To improve awareness, the unit plans to conduct educational programs on college campuses and provide training for campus police officers.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant, which Riley awarded from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department.

Riley informed Todd Strange, commission chairman, of the grant’s approval. Matching funds of $27,769 will supplement the award. 
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