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Riley Awards $68,000 to Aid Abused Children in Jefferson County
MONTGOMERY—A Jefferson County nonprofit group will continue to offer help to child abuse victims in Jefferson County thanks in part to a $68,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
Prescott House will use the grant for its Child Victim Advocacy Program which assists young victims of physical and sexual abuse in the county. 

“The emotional and physical scars of abuse can be serious and long-lasting,” Riley said. “The professional services offered by Prescott House go a long way in helping victims and their families recover from the trauma of abuse.”

Prescott House involves social workers, law enforcement officials and counselors in a combined effort to provide prompt response to families in need.  Investigative interviews with victims are conducted in a non-threatening, home-like environment at the center. The interviews are recorded so the victim does not have to recount the details of abuse multiple times during an investigation. 

The center also works to increase the successful prosecution of child abuse cases by assisting law enforcement and other agencies with forensic evaluations, providing counseling for victims and family members and by preparing the victims for court appearances.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant which was awarded by Riley from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Justice Department.
Riley informed Mary Murphy, executive director of Prescott House, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $17,000 will supplement the grant. 
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