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Child Abuse Victims in DeKalb County to Benefit from Riley Grant
MONTGOMERY—A nonprofit center dedicated to helping child abuse victims in DeKalb County has received a boost with a $60,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The grant will help the DeKalb County Children’s Advocacy Center provide professional support to victims and their families.


“Child abuse victims face a long road to recovery,” Riley said. “I commend the center’s professional staff for assisting in abuse investigations and helping victims start and continue the recovery process.”
The center involves social workers, law enforcement officials and counselors in a combined effort to offer support and long-term assistance to victims.  Investigative interviews are conducted in a non-threatening, child-friendly environment and videotaped for use as evidence to minimize the number of times victims have to talk about the abuse. 

Recently the center began conducting medical exams at its facility for the comfort and convenience of victims. The exams are performed by a specially trained nurse practitioner. 

Other services at the center include therapy and family advocacy. The family advocate helps parents not involved in the abuse to understand the investigative process and helps them deal with complex emotions brought on by the abuse. Therapy sessions help victims process and recover from the emotional trauma.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Justice Department. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award.

Riley notified Elizabeth Wheatley, the center’s executive director, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $15,000 will supplement the award.
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