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Riley Grant Will Assist Child Abuse Victims in Tuscaloosa County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a grant to a center that gives professional help to victims of child abuse in Tuscaloosa County. 

The $59,912 grant will help the Tuscaloosa Children’s Center continue providing assistance and support to child victims as they recover from physical or sexual abuse.

 “Victims need professional help and encouragement as they rebuild their lives after traumatic situations,” Riley said. “The Tuscaloosa Children’s Center plays a very important role in assisting victims and aiding law enforcement in abuse investigations.”
State Rep. Gerald Allen said, “Every child deserves the opportunity to grow up and become a productive citizen. The Tuscaloosa Children’s Center offers child abuse victims the extra help they need.”

The center combines the efforts of social workers, law enforcement officials and counselors to offer long-term assistance to victims of child abuse.  Investigative interviews are conducted by a specially trained staff member in a child-friendly environment, and counseling is provided to assist the child and non-offending family members in coping with the trauma of abuse.

The center’s family advocate maintains frequent contact with victims and their families throughout the investigative process and ensures that victims receive needed services like counseling or court preparation. In addition, the advocate conducts regular meetings with social workers, law enforcement officers and counselors to discuss the progress of cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the award.


Riley informed John Mize, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $14,978 will supplement the award.
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