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Riley Grant Will Assist Child Victims in Southeast Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Child abuse victims in three area counties will continue to have assistance in their time of need thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The $57,000 grant will help the Pike Regional Child Advocacy Center provide a variety of assistance to victims in Barbour, Bullock, Coffee and Pike counties.

“Professional assistance is a vital part of recovery from child abuse,” Riley said. “I commend the Advocacy Center for its work to help victims and their families at a very difficult time in their lives.”

At the center, several community and law enforcement agencies collaborate to meet the needs of victims and their families and improve coordination in investigations.
Victims receive three to five free counseling sessions at the center to help them begin the healing process.  The center also employs specially trained interviewers who conduct investigative interviews in a child-friendly environment.


The center will conduct a public education campaign to raise awareness of child abuse and neglect in the area. In addition, center employees and representatives of agencies working with the center will receive training in how best to respond to the needs of child abuse victims and their families. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the award. 

Riley notified Scherryl Harrison, president of the center’s board, that the grant had been approved. Matching funds of $14,250 will supplement the award.
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